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For Others 1 
Significant Others 

WHY DO WE STRUGGLE TO LOVE OTHERS? 

1. Feel Inadequate 
	 God’s view of you is different than you think.

	 God has given you more than you think.

	 It is less about you than you think.


2. We Like To Be In Control 
	 It is not my concern.

	 I don’t want to get involved.

	 It is out of my control.

	 It really is up to God: “They need Jesus”.


3. We Have Been Hurt or Offended 
	 We don’t really have a right to be offended.

	 You just can’t seem to be able to give others the benefit of the doubt (grace).

	 If I can label it I can understand it - “I have already done something about it”

	 My forgiveness is for me alone.

	 I am a work in progress (God’s work is what creates progress)

	 I am a hot mess


4. We Are Looking For Approval 
	 When you focus on pleasing others we end up doing what we think they want us to do. 

	 But when we focus on treating others as God would, we end up walking out His perfect 		
	 purpose for our lives.


THE AGE OF SELFISHNESS 
Making decisions solely on how we feel in the moment! 

	 We are living in and age where self-centeredness has you centering your every thought 		
	 and action on how you feel, how it affects you, doing only if there is a personal benefit, 	 	
	 and doing anything that is uncomfortable is unnecessary.


PHILIPPIANS 2:3-4 
	 Be free from pride-filled opinions, for they will only harm your cherished unity. Don’t 	 	
	 allow self-promotion to hide in your hearts, but in authentic humility put others first and 		
	 view others as more important than yourselves. Abandon every display of selfishness. 	 	
	 Possess a greater concern for what matters to others instead of your own interests.


We don’t judge ourselves by how we feel, and we certainly don’t judge others by 
how we feel either. 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:16 
	 So, from now on, we refuse to evaluate people merely by their outward appearances. 	 	
	 For that’s how we once viewed the Anointed One, but no longer do we see him with 	 	
	 limited human insight.
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Growing our character is a deliberate and disciplined process. Focussing our love 
towards others is just as much a decision we are required to take and a discipline 
that directly affects our worship. 

MATTHEW 25:42-45 
	 For when you saw me hungry, you gave me no food, and when you saw me thirsty, you 		
	 gave me no drink. I had no place to stay, and you refused to take me in as your guest. 	 	
	 When you saw me poorly clothed, you closed your hearts and did not clothe me. When 		
	 you saw that I was sick, you didn’t lift a finger to help me, and when I was imprisoned, 	 	
	 you never came to visit me.’ “And then those on his left will say, ‘Lord, when did we see 
	 you hungry or thirsty and not give you food and something to drink? When did we see 	 	
	 you homeless, or poorly clothed? When did we see you sick and not help you, or in 	 	
	 prison and not visit you?’ “Then he will answer them, ‘Don’t you know? When you 	 	
	 refused to help one of the least important among these my little ones, my true brothers 		
	 and sisters, you refused to help and honor me.’


SERIES THEME 
PSALM 112:4 
Light shines in the darkness for the godly. They are generous, compassionate, and 	 	 	
righteous 

1. Being Godly in your regard for others - Significant Others 
2. Generosity (GIVE 
3. Compassionate (ACT) 
4. Righteous (PRAY) 

Standing in the GAP for others… 

	 HEBREWS 6:10 
	 For God, the Faithful One, is not unfair. How can he forget the beautiful work you 	 	
	 have done for him? He remembers the love you demonstrate as you continually 		 	
	 serve his beloved ones for the glory of his name.


WHY DO OTHERS MATTER? 
Because they matter to God!


PSALM 34:18-19 
	 The Lord is close to all whose hearts are crushed by pain, and he is always ready to 
	 restore the repentant one. Even when bad things happen to the good and godly ones, 	 	
	 the Lord will save them and not let them be defeated by what they face.


	 We so quickly take feel good Scriptures for ourselves and never stop and think how 	 	
	 much that same scripture could change someone else’s life. Others matter to God too 	 	
	 and His bible and promises were written for them too.


	 MEDITATION is God’s way of multiplying His seed in you. The less you spend thinking 	 	
	 about yourself, the more you multiply His seed in you for others.
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WHY DO WE NEED TO CHANGE OUR VIEW OF OTHERS? 
To change our view of others we need to have a Godly view of others. 

1. We don’t subscribe to an entitlement mentality

	 2. We can not really serve God without serving others

	 3. We can not use our care of others as a self-serving platform (politics)


	 We care for others as a form of worship

	 Whenever we reflect or help others reflect the image of God, He is worshiped	 


	 JAMES 3:9

	 We use our tongue to praise God our Father and then turn around and 	 	 	 	
	 curse a person who was made in his very image!


2 CORINTHIANS 5:16

So, from now on, we refuse to evaluate people merely by their outward appearances. For that’s 
how we once viewed the Anointed One, but no longer do we see him with limited human 
insight.


When you are asked to help someone else, is your first thought how much it will cost you? OR 
do you immediately respond with a heart ready to go?


Do you need to know all the details before you offer your help?


OUR GIFTS -BOTH PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL 
2 CORINTHIANS 9:11 

	 You will be abundantly enriched in every way as you give generously on every occasion, 
	 for when we take your gifts to those in need, it causes many to give thanks to God.


OUR REWARD HAS ALREADY BEEN RECEIVED 
	 Our reward has been received. It has been awarded to us and is the establishment of 	 	
	 our Godly response to others and not a reward for it.


	 GALATIANS 5:22-23 
Love of God  - His grace and blessing 


	 	 Peace and Joy  - the basis of our divine identity

	 	 Long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, mildness, and self-control  - 	 	
	 	 our ability to respond in a Godly way to others)
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