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For Others 2 
Grateful in the Grind 

SUMMARY:  

WHY DO WE STRUGGLE TO LOVE OTHERS? 

1. Feel Inadequate 
2. We Like To Be In Control 
3. We Have Been Hurt or Offended 
4. We Are Looking For Approval 
	 

WHY DO OTHERS MATTER? 
Because they matter to God! 

Growing our character is a deliberate and disciplined 
process. Focussing our love towards others is just as much a 
decision we are required to take and a discipline that directly 
affects our worship. 

SERIES THEME 
PSALM 112:4 
Light shines in the darkness for the godly. They are generous, 
compassionate, and righteous. 

1. Being Godly in your regard for others - 
Significant Others 

2. Generosity (GIVE) 
3. Compassionate (ACT) 
4. Righteous (PRAY) 

Standing in the GAP for others… 
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ROMANS 12:9-10 
Let the inner movement of your heart always be to love one 
another, and never play the role of an actor wearing a mask. 
Despise evil and embrace everything that is good and virtuous. 
Be devoted to tenderly loving your fellow believers as members 
of one family. Try to outdo yourselves in respect and honor of one 
another. 

TO LOVE OTHERS IS TO BE GODLY 
To genuinely love others is to be generous

To be generous to others is to be grateful for them


Gratitude enables generosity. Generosity awakens the image of 
God in us!


THE POSTURE OF GENUINE GENEROSITY 
To live the life for others, we must be willing to reject our own 
comfort for the good of others. It’s not easy, and it isn’t 
comfortable. But when you deny yourself, God can do so much 
more through you.


Selfishness postures your gratitude towards yourself and your 
own efforts…


Culture says: Gratify yourself, indulge yourself, treat yourself, 
prove yourself…


WE CAN NOT BE GRATEFUL TOWARDS OTHERS IF WE 
LOSE OUR APPRECIATION FOR THE GRACE WE HAVE 
RECEIVED FROM GOD 
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FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 
“Whatever you do, do it for the glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31


Maybe the blessing isn’t in what you occasionally achieve or 
receive.


Maybe, just maybe, the blessing is what we do for others daily 
for the glory of God.


It's tough to be grateful when people are difficult, situations 
exhausting, and life tiresome. When we become exhausted we 
often lead towards selfishness, and not gratitude.


Where there is no gratitude, there can be no generosity. Where 
there is no generosity there is no Godliness!


WHAT IF THE WORK FOR OTHERS IS THE REWARD? 
WHAT IF THE BLESSING IS IN THE PROCESS OF HELPING 
OTHERS? 
WHAT IF YOU CAN BE GRATEFUL IN THE GRIND? 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:9-10 
Yes, I am the most insignificant of all the apostles, unworthy 
even to be called an apostle, because I hunted down believers 
and persecuted God’s church. But God’s amazing grace has 
made me who I am! And his grace to me was not fruitless. In fact, 
I worked harder than all the rest, yet not in my own strength 
but God’s, for his empowering grace is poured out upon me. 
(Gratitude) 

Easy never changed the world. 

I WORKED HARDER… 
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ACTS 20:24 
“But whether I live or die is not important, for I don’t esteem my 
life as indispensable. It’s more important for me to fulfill my 
destiny and to finish the ministry my Lord Jesus has assigned to 
me, which is to faithfully preach the wonderful news of God’s 
grace. 

To truly be grateful in the grind, we have to turn from the 
temptation of our own comfort, avoid the allure of this 
world’s constant distractions and pass over the perpetual 
desire to quit. 

Selfish PASSION is always about us but through His gifts to us, 
God is calling us to Selfless PURPOSE for others.


TRULY GENEROUS PEOPLE ARE GRATEFUL PEOPLE


GODLY PEOPLE ARE GRATEFUL IN THE GRIND AND 
GENEROUS IN THEIR SACRIFICE. 

Others are the reward

The sacrifice is the blessing

Generosity is discovered through gratitude in the grind!


GRIND 1: THEY WILL NOT HEAR 
Bold in Witness 

Bold witnessing does not mean watering down the gospel 
according to our circumstances or company.


It’s time for an unadulterated Gospel to be brought to an 
adulterated society.


We speak boldly about what we believe deeply!

We are generous with the Gospel


Page  of 4 5



For Others Part 2

9.19.2021

Dr. Craig Smee

Victory Life Church Brownwood

GRIND 2: IT’S A HOSTILE WORLD 
Faithful in Service 

ROMANS 12:20 
And: If your enemy is hungry, buy him lunch! Win him over with 
kindness. For your surprising generosity will awaken his 
conscience, and God will reward you with favor. 

GRIND 3: I DON’T THINK I HAVE ENOUGH 
Irrational Giving 

PROVERBS 21:25-26 
Taking the easy way out is the habit of a lazy man, and it will be 
his downfall. All day long he thinks about all the things that he 
craves, for he hasn’t learned the secret that the generous man 
has learned: extravagant giving never leads to poverty. I can be 
grateful in the grind. 

CONCLUSION 
Empower me to do everything for your glory—even if it pushes 
me.


Use me to reach more—even if I’m laughed at and ridiculed I will 
be generous by being bold.


Use me to serve (show love)—even if it makes me uncomfortable 
I will be generous to serve.


Enable me to give more (bless)—even if I have to make personal 
sacrifices, I will use my finances to bless others.
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