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Togetherness brings strength 

Ecclesiastes 4: 9-10 
Two people are better than one, for they can help each other 
succeed. If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. 
But Someone who falls alone is in real trouble. 

What is a covenant? 
It is a chosen relationship or partnership in which two parties 
make binding promises to each other and work together to 
reach a common goal. 

Covenants contain conditions, obligations, and commitments 
but unlike contracts and general agreements, they are 
completely dependent on relationships and personalities. 

God establishes covenants to model and shapes our 
relationship with Him and our relationship with others. 

A covenant is keeping to our commitment, even if it hurts. 

The greatest display of God’s commitment to His covenant with 
us was Jesus. And Jesus came to model a new covenant that 
was based on the love of God and the love of others. 
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Matthew 22:35-40 

Then one of them, a religious scholar, posed this question to test 
him: “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 
Jesus answered him, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with every 
passion of your heart, with all the energy of your being, and with 
every thought that is within you.’ This is the great and supreme 
commandment. And the second is like it in importance: ‘You 
must love your friend in the same way you love 
yourself.’ Contained within these commandments to love you will 
find all the meaning of the Law and the Prophets.” 

We have been created to relate to others as God relates to 
us. 

“Forgive us as we forgive those that trespass against us.” 
“On earth as it is in heaven.” 

THE STRUCTURE OF COVENANT 

EXAMPLE: GRACE 
Romans 5:8 
 But Christ proved God’s passionate love for us by dying in our 
place while we were still lost and ungodly! 

God did not agree with us but yet He still showed us honor. 

You don’t have to agree to honor… 
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We disagree and revert directly to character assassination, 
slander, and gossip. We divorce and then take each other to the 
cleaners, or obliterate any respect children could have for your 
divorced spouse. 

EXAMPLE: WE DON’T RESPOND BY HOW WE FEEL 
Isaiah 1:18 
Come now and let’s deliberate over the next steps to take 
together. Yahweh promises you over and over: “Though your sins 
stain you like scarlet, I will whiten them like bright, new-fallen 
snow! Even though they are deep red like crimson, they will be 
made white like wool!” 

The Story of the Gibeonites 

Joshua 9:18-20 
But the Israelites did not attack the towns, for the Israelite leaders 
had made a vow to them in the name of the Lord, the God of 
Israel. The people of Israel grumbled against their leaders 
because of the treaty. But the leaders replied, “Since we have 
sworn an oath in the presence of the Lord, the God of Israel, we 
cannot touch them. This is what we must do. We must let them 
live, for divine anger would come upon us if we broke our oath. 

Nothing done to us gives us the right to undermine God’s 
covenant with us! 
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EXAMPLE: COVENANT COSTS 
John 3:16 
For here is the way God loved the world—he gave his only, 
unique Son as a gift. So now everyone who believes in him will 
never perish but experience everlasting life. 

We conduct ourselves according to God’s covenant with us, 
whether it's comfortable or not. 

WHERE THERE IS GREAT COVENANT THERE IS GREAT 
SACRIFICE 

Psalms 50:5 
“Gather all my devoted lovers, my godly ones whose hearts are 
one with me—those who have entered into my holy covenant by 
sacrifices upon the altar.” 

Where God requires covenant in our lives, he requires us to 
be willing to make great sacrifice. 

Pick up your cross (Matthew 16) 
As Christ loved the congregation… (Ephesians 5) 
Whoever wants to save his life is willing to lose it (Matthew 16) 

SACRIFICE REQUIRES GREAT HUMILITY 
Psalms 51:17 
“My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart you, God, will not despise” 
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Relationships that matter requires sacrifice and humility. 

We set the level of covenant by what we are willing to 
sacrifice. 

We prioritize relationships not by what we gain but by what 
we are willing to sacrifice for them. 

THE PRIORITY OF COVENANT 
Understanding the structure of covenants helps us prioritize 
relationships. 

EXAMPLE: FRIENDSHIP  

1 Corinthians 15:33 
 So stop fooling yourselves! Evil companions will corrupt good 
morals and character. 

1 Samuel 23:16 
Jonathan went to find David and encouraged him to stay strong 
in his faith in God. 

THE RELATIONSHIP TOOL 
Understanding the biblical structure and priority of our 
covenants will help us establish balance and blessing in our 
relationships. 
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How much are you sacrificing for the relationships in your life? 
Are those sacrifices healthy? 
What relationships do you want to matter in your life? 
What are you willing to sacrifice to change their priority? 

There are relationships that are covenant-based (generally lower 
priority) and there are relationships that are covenant-bound 
(higher priority). 

Coming Up: 
We express ourselves in covenant with God by: 
1. Obeying His Commands 
2. Obeying His Promises 
3. Obeying His Principles 
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