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RELATIONSHIPS THAT MATTER 7 
AS FOR ME AND MINE II 

Joshua 24:15b 
But as for me and my family, we will serve the Lord. 

THE GOD FOCUSSED FAMILY 
We want our family to enjoy peace, happiness, and contentment, 
but so often we stumble through our most important 
relationships. 

IT NEEDS A PLAN 

It takes a plan. Family covenants do not just happen. 

Parents, what is your plan to become not just a Christian family 
but a Christ-centered home? 

Long after your kids leave home, your plan to build them into 
Christ-centered individuals will impact their lives. 

One in three children under the age of 18 deal with at least one 
adverse childhood experience, while 14 percent experienced two 
or more adverse childhood experiences. About a quarter of all 
adverse childhood experiences are a result of immediate family 
breakdown. Family breakdown in turn is caused primarily through 
spousal or child abuse, but more commonly from overly 
authoritative, overly permissive, or uninvolved parenting, divorce, 
or separation. 
Based on data from the National Survey of Children’s Health 
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Your marriage needs a plan 
Your discipline needs a plan 
Your encouragement needs a plan 
Your finances need a plan 
Their sex education needs a plan 
Their moral compass needs a plan 
Their personality and character development needs a plan 

Kids, what is your plan to become an obedient, Christ-centered 
adult to have the emotional and spiritual grounding that will help 
you craft a Christ-centered family of your own?  

What kind of a person you will become needs a plan. 
What kind of a parent you will be, needs a plan. 
What kind of husband or wife you will become needs a plan. 
Your path to marriage needs a plan 
Your success in life needs a plan, not en excuse. 

There is no entitlement in grace because there is no 
entitlement in the principle of sowing and reaping. 

Many will get somewhere but not everyone gets somewhere 
on purpose! 

THE PLAN 
The family-altering qualities of righteousness, purity, peace, and 
persecution. 
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1. A FAMILY THAT HUNGERS FOR GOD 

Matthew 5:6 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be filled. 

A family that hungers for God is neither legalistic nor 
lukewarm. 

Three ways to create a hunger for God: 

1. Involve God in your daily conversations. 
2. Make church a non-negotiable. 
3. Show how seeking and serving God is fun. 

ASIDE: Journal at every opportunity. Journaling is a sure way of 
identifying ways of implementing growth. 

Watch out for this week's grow notes - 20 family activities to add 
to your Family Plan! 

FAMILY PATH COMING SPRING 2022 
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2. HAVING A PURE HEART 
We live in a world where innocence and purity are not valued. 
They have been robbed from us. 

ASIDE: Virginity is not purity. Losing your virginity is a covenant-
bound event and so very much affects your heart. Give it away 
too soon and you quickly discover what a broken heart feels like. 

Matthew 5:8 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

“They will see God.” - GOD FOCUSSED 

Becoming a Christ-centered family will ensure our purity of heart 
because without Christ there is no such thing as a pure heart. 

What is a pure heart? 

Greek: katharos: To have pure motivations,  not having a hidden 
selfish agenda, an openness to the correction of our faults and 
failings, teachable, not entitled to our own desires, innocent, 
true, joined to a common cause and not self-serving, unstained 
by guilt or shame, genuine and sensitive to others. 
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The Worlds Plan: 

Ephesians 4:18-19 
They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the 
life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the 
hardening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they have 
given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind 
of impurity… 

A Christ-Centered Plan: 

Psalm 119:9-10 
How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living 
according to your word. I seek you with all my heart; do not let 
me stray from your commands. 

Psalm 119:9-10 (The family edition) 
How can our family stay on the path of purity? By living according 
to your word. We will seek you with all of our hearts; do not let us 
stray from our commands. 

It is impossible to build a life of righteousness on a foundation 
of sin and selfishness.  

What if we are impure? Defensive? Hard? Do whatever I want? 
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Ezekiel 36:26 
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 
remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of 
flesh. 

3. THE PEACEMAKERS 

Is your family characterized by peace or constant conflict? 

Matthew 5:9 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God. 

Peacemakers NOT peacekeepers 

Peacekeepers often avoid conflict to keep the peace. (Get along, 
tolerate, turn a blind eye) 

Peacemakers embrace the conflict to make peace. 

A Christ-centered home isn’t a conflict-free family. 

One of the most damaging effects on the family is absence, not 
conflict.  

Conflict is not abuse. It can become abusive if the desired 
outcome is not peace. Conflict is an opportunity to make 
peace. 
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Romans 12:17-18 
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in 
the eyes of everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, 
live at peace with everyone. … Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good. 

Characteristics of a Peacemaking Family: 
  
1. Tell the Truth in Love 

Ephesians 4:15 
Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way 
more and more like Christ. 

We think that the only way we can change behavior is to 
attack character. 

“Always leave your clothes lying around you bleepedity bleep!” 

Confront the issue, not the person. 

“I feel…when you….” 

I don’t feel like you value me when you don’t listen to me, 
I don’t feel safe when you raise your voice, 
I feel devalued when you continue to check your phone at the 
table. 
It's very hard to really trust you when you lie over insignificant 
things. 
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2. Apologize When You Are Wrong 

James 5:16 
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other 
so that you may be healed. 
  
Admit to specific actions and attitudes—with no excuses. 
  
I shouldn’t have raised my voice. 
I have been totally insensitive. 
I should’ve called and let you know. 
I shouldn’t have dropped the cat off the roof. 
  
ASIDE: “I’m sorry” is for mistakes. “Will you forgive me?” is for 
sin. 
  
3. Forgive and Let Go 
  
I can’t forgive … How do I forgive? 
Significant betrayal, Spouse adultery, Suffered abuse. 

Colossians 3:13 
Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
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4. TOGETHER THROUGH PERSECUTION 

Matthew 5:10-12 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  
Persecuted because of righteousness—the way you live.  
Peer pressure is both a child and parent issue. 

We don’t mind if we are ridiculed for the way we live if we are 
living focussed on Jesus. 

Make fun for not having sex but you realize that sex is about a 
covenant with God. 

Don’t go to movies but you know you won’t be waking up with 
improper thoughts or defining your marriage by the world's 
corrupt standards. 

If you are Christ-centered family, you will be persecuted! Don’t 
worry when you are…worry when you are not. 

1. Christ-Centered Family’s Should Expect Persecution 

John 15:18-20 
"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 
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2. Christ-Centered Families Can Endure Persecution 

1 Corinthians 4:12 
…When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we 
endure it. 
  
Enduring it with Jesus creates a resolve deep within us. 

3. Christ-Centered Families Embrace Persecution 

James 1:2-4 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your 
faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so 
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything 

Expect it. Endure it.Embrace It 

Conclusion: 

Blessed when we have a family who hungers for God. 
Blessed when we have families that are pure of heart. 
Blessed when we can operate in a state of being peacemakers 
Blessed when we can walk through ridicule and persecution and 
remain committed to the cause of being a Christ-focused family. 
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Additional Scriptures: 

Psalm 63:1 
You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my 
whole being longs for you, in a dry and parched land where there 
is no water. 

Matthew 6:33 
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well  

Jeremiah 17:9-10 
The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can 
understand it?“I the Lord search the heart and examine the 
mind… 

Matthew 5:10-12 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are you when 
people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is 
your reward in heaven… 

2 Timothy 3:12 
In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will 
be persecuted… 
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John 15:18-20 
"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you 
belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you 
do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world. That is why the world hates you. Remember what I told 
you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted 
me, they will persecute you also…” 

1 Peter 4:12-13, 16 
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has 
come on you to test you, as though something strange were 
happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in 
the sufferings of Christ… 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, 
do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 
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