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RELATIONSHIPS THAT MATTER 8 
I AM A CHURCH 

The Blessings Released in Covenant:  

1. The Blessing of Salvation (John 3:16) 
2. The Blessing of Family (Genesis 1:28) 
3. The Blessing of Church (Matthew 28:19-20) 

Scripture has established three primary covenantally bound 
relationships that release blessings into our lives. 

Living to the covenant-bound relationships releases blessings 
through generations. 

Genesis 1:28 (Family Blessings) 
Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill 
the earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds 
in the sky, and all the animals that scurry along the ground.” 

Matthew 28:19-20 (Church Blessings) 
 Now wherever you go, make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. And 
teach them to faithfully follow all that I have commanded you. 
And never forget that I am with you every day, even to the 
completion of this age.” 
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THE COVENANT OF CHURCH 

Being THE Church vs. Being part of A church. 

We have learned that the covenant with the Father changes the 
way we behave in our relationships with others. 

Being THE Church is the covenant and that in turn changes how 
we behave as part of A church. 

1. BEING THE CHURCH 

1 Peter 2:9 
But you are God’s chosen treasure—priests who are kings, a 
spiritual “nation”, a peculiar people, set apart as God’s devoted 
ones. He called you out of darkness to experience his marvelous 
light, and now he claims you as his very own. He did this so that 
you would broadcast his glorious wonders throughout the world. 

YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE DIFFERENT ALONE 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH WAS BASED ON OUR 
INDIVIDUAL COVENANT WITH JESUS… 

Ekklesia - Chosen Ones 
Joined to Jesus - Joined to One Another 

Romans 8:28-30 
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So we are convinced that every detail of our lives is continually 
woven together for good, for we are his lovers who have been 
called to fulfill his designed purpose. For he knew all about us 
before we were born and he destined us from the beginning to 
share the likeness of his Son. This means the Son is the oldest 
among a vast family of brothers and sisters who will become 
just like him. Having determined our destiny ahead of time, he 
called us to himself and transferred his perfect righteousness to 
everyone he called. And those who possess his perfect 
righteousness he co-glorified with his Son! 

Our Covenant with Jesus - Our Response To Church 

John 17:20-23 
“And I ask not only for these disciples, but also for all those who 
will one day believe in me through their message. 
(WE PREACH THE GOSPEL) 

I pray for them all to be joined together as one even as you and 
I, Father, are joined together as one. I pray for them to become 
one with us so that the world will recognize that you sent me. 
(OUR UNITED TESTIMONY CHANGES THE WORLD) 

For the very glory you have given to me I have given them so 
that they will be joined together as one and experience the same 
unity that we enjoy. 
(WE PURVEY THE GLORY, HOLINESS, AND PURITY OF THE 
FATHER) 
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You live fully in me and now I live fully in them so that they will 
experience perfect unity, and the world will be convinced that 
you have sent me, for they will see that you love each one of 
them with the same passionate love that you have for me. 
(WE EXTRAVAGANTLY DISPLAY LOVE AND UNITY) 

Through covenant with Jesus and each other, we become an 
unstoppable force that not even the gates of Hell can deter. 

WHEN WE GET IT RIGHT - WE BECOME THE HOPE OF THE 
WORLD! 

We so easily profess unity when we speak about our personal 
testimony, our covenant, and relationship with God (being THE 
Church) but we struggle to find Unity when it involves others who 
are also THE Church (being A church) 

But it is a dual response. Our response to Jesus AND our 
response to each other! The church is not one person it is the 
power of the collective. 

Acts 2:42-47 
Every believer was faithfully devoted to following the 
teachings of the apostles. Their hearts were mutually linked to 
one another, sharing communion and coming together regularly 
for prayer. A deep sense of holy awe swept over everyone, and 
the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. All 
the believers were in fellowship as one body, and they shared 
with one another whatever they had. Out of generosity they even 
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sold their assets to distribute the proceeds to those who were in 
need among them. Daily they met together in the temple courts 
and in one another’s homes to celebrate communion. They 
shared meals together with joyful hearts and tender 
humility. They were continually filled with praises to God, 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord kept adding to 
their number daily those who were coming to life. 

Jesus in you - YOU ARE A TEMPLE - YOU ARE A CHURCH 

2. BEING A CHURCH 

Ownership vs. Membership 

We are not hired hands (members) 

John 10:12 
But the worker who serves only for wages is not a real shepherd. 
Because he has no heart for the sheep he will run away and 
abandon them when he sees the wolf coming. And then the wolf 
mauls the sheep, drags them off, and scatters them. 

Members expect benefits, are entitled, have a right, pay 
membership fees, and tip for service. 

WE HAVE OWNERSHIP BECAUSE WE ARE FAMILY 

Ephesians 2:19 
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So, you are not foreigners or guests, but rather you are the 
children of the city of the holy ones, with all the rights as family 
members of the household of God. 

We take ownership, we are sold out, we respond because of our 
deep sense of covenant with Jesus, we don’t pay others to do 
what God needs us to do! 

Romans 8:17 
And since we are his true children, we qualify to share all his 
treasures, for indeed, we are heirs of God himself. And since we 
are joined to Christ, we also inherit all that he is and all that he 
has. We will experience being co-glorified with him provided that 
we accept his sufferings as our own. 

SUMMARIZED IN A STORY: FEEDING 5000 

Matthew 15:15-19 
Later that afternoon the disciples came to Jesus and said, “It’s 
going to be dark soon and the people are hungry, but there’s 
nothing to eat here in this desolate place. You should send the 
crowds away to the nearby villages to buy themselves some 
food.” 
“They don’t need to leave,” Jesus responded. “You can give 
them something to eat.” They answered, “But all we have is five 
barley loaves and two fish.” “Let me have them,” Jesus replied. 
Then he had everyone sit down on the grass and he then took 
the five loaves and two fish. He looked up into heaven, gave 
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thanks to God, and broke the bread into pieces. He then gave it 
to his disciples, who in turn gave it to the crowds.  

THE BLESSING OF JESUS (COVENANT) 
THE WORK OF THE SAINTS (CHURCH) 

TRUE COVENANT PROMPTS ACTIONS THAT ARE A 
MANIFESTATION OF THE ONE WITH WHOM WE ARE IN 
COVENANT WITH. 
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