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FIRST LOVE 4 
THE HOPE GIFT 

SUMMARY 
WHEN LOSING YOUR FIRST LOVE BECAUSE YOU ARE 

LOSING HOPE: 

STEP 1 - WONDER, DON'T WANDER 
STEP 2 - WAIT, DON’T QUIT 

STEP 3: REWIRE, REFOCUS AND RESET 
______________________________________________ 

Shiginoth is a musical term. 

Intense emotion—Impassioned exuberance. 
Wild passionate singing with rapid changes of rhythm. 

High-spirited praise. Vigorous enthusiasm. 

Most passionate praise is the praise before the provision. 
 ______________________________________________ 

The praise for the WHO, not the WHAT 
 ______________________________________________ 
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Our hope is in a who, not a what! 

Jesus is our Hope 

1 Peter 1:13-14 NLT 
...Put all your hope in the gracious salvation that will come to you 

when Jesus Christ is revealed to the world.  
So you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back into 

your old ways of living to satisfy your own desires. You didn’t 
know any better then. 

Our hope is displayed to others by a who, not a what! 

You are the WHO for others! 
 ______________________________________________ 

WHEN YOU ARE IN THE VALLEY, YOU TAKE OTHERS WITH 
YOU, AND YOU PERMIT OTHERS TO CAMP IN THEIR 

VALLEY! 
 ______________________________________________ 

Your family does not need you to be distracted by: 
1. Hatred 
2. Offense 

3. Your Past Hurts 

Your family does not need you to be disobedient: 
1. Confused 

2. Complicated 
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3. Giving up on doing the right thing 

Your family does not need you to be disappointed: 
1. Wandering from God 

2. Getting impatient with God 
3. Questioning your faith 

 ______________________________________________ 
Verse 13: So prepare your minds for action and exercise self-

control. (One version says self-discipline.) 

Putting Hope In Action will take discipline. 
 ______________________________________________

The greatest discipline Jesus ever displayed is the discipline of 
sacrificing yourself for others. 

 ______________________________________________ 
1. INDIFFERENCE 

Hope is not shared by an indifferent church. 
Jesus was not indifferent to the plight of others. 

Jesus was not indifferent to your suffering. 

Revelation 3:20 NLT 
“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 

voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, 
and they with me.” 

 ______________________________________________ 
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TWO CAUSES OF INDIFFERENCE  

SELF-SUFFICIENCY (ENTITLEMENT) 

Revelation 3:17 NLT 
“You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a 

thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, 
blind and naked.” 

DISTRACTIONS OF THIS WORLD. 

Mark 4:19 NLT 
But the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the 

desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it 
unfruitful. 

 ______________________________________________ 
LIVING WITH LUKEWARM INDIFFERENCE  

1) We are more concerned with impressing people than telling 
them about our Hope. 

2) We are obsessed with life on earth rather than eternity. 
3) We rationalize sin and live without genuinely fearing God.  

4) We believe in Jesus, but we rarely share our faith. 
5) We only turn to God when we need Him.  
6) We only love others when it benefits us. 

 ______________________________________________ 
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REIGNITING OUR HOPE FOR OTHERS 
Every day, do something for someone else that requires faith. 

Your act of faith inspires someone else’s hope. 
Our lives can be full of stuff but devoid of meaning! 

 ______________________________________________ 

2. SELFISHNESS AND PRIDE 

There was nothing selfish about Jesus. 

Luke 18:9-12 NASB 
And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with 

contempt: 
“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 

the other a tax collector. 
The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank 
You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, 

or even like this tax collector. 
I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’”  

    
When we are full of ourselves, there is no room for God.  

 ______________________________________________ 
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Luke 18:13-14 NASB 
“But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even 

unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, 
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ 

I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the 
other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he 

who humbles himself will be exalted.”  
      

    
When we empty ourselves, we are in the perfect position to be 

filled by God’s grace.  
  

When we empty ourselves, we are in the perfect position to be 
used by God. !  

Matthew 5:16 NLT 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may 

see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

______________________________________________ 
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3. HYPOCRISY 

Hypocrisy is the gap between what we show and who we are. 

What we say—How we live.  

Titus 1:16 NLT 
They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him… 

Who we are is based on WHO Jesus is! 

What we do for others is based on what Jesus did for others. 

______________________________________________ 

Jesus does not call out the sin - He calls out the show! 

Matthew 23:27-28, 33 NLT 

27 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful 
on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead 
and everything unclean. 28 In the same way, on the outside you 
appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of 

hypocrisy and wickedness...33 “You snakes! You brood of vipers! 
How will you escape being condemned to hell? 

______________________________________________ 

We want the illusion of pubic virtue while hiding private 
vices. 

______________________________________________ 
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Proverbs 28:13 NLT 

Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who 
confesses and renounces them finds mercy. 

We don’t close the gap with perfection. We close the gap 
with Jesus. 

Returning to your first love means you seek and find 
genuine compassion for others. 

You have everything to give when you have nothing to hide. 
______________________________________________ 

2 Corinthians 8:2-5,7 NLT 

In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that 
they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their 

ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for 
the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. And 

they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all 
to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us.  

But since you excel in everything...see that you also excel in this 
grace of giving.  

______________________________________________ 
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GIVING AWAY HOPE 

Mark 2:17 NLT 
“It is not the healthy who need a doctor,  

but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
______________________________________________ 

Mark 2:1-5 NLT 
A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the 

people heard that he had come home. They gathered in such 
large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the 

door, and he preached the word to them. Some men came, 
bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. Since 

they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they 
made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it 

and then lowered the mat the man was lying on. When Jesus saw 
their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are 

forgiven.” 

THEY WOULD DO ANYTHING TO SEE SOMEONE ELSE FIND 
THEIR FIRST LOVE. 

______________________________________________ 
OUR FIRST LOVE INSPIRES US TO BE… 

…seed throwers, fire starters, hope peddlers, risk-takers, and 
dreamers on behalf of the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

______________________________________________ 

REACHING PEOPLE WITH THE LOVE OF CHRIST : 
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1 BEAR SOME BURDENS 

Mark 2:3 NLT 
Some men came, bringing to [Jesus] a paralyzed man, carried by 

four of them.  

You can’t bear burdens by drive-by witnessing! 

Hypocrisy, pride, and indifference have made people skeptical - 
they need to know you care to discover how much Jesus cares. 

They don’t care how much you know. They need to know how 
much you care.  

We don’t just invite—We bring.  

If they are hurting—you listen.  
If they are having a baby—you’re at the shower. If their parent 

dies - you are at the funeral. 
If they are sick - you bring them a meal. 

______________________________________________ 
2. BREAK SOME RULES 

Mark 2:4 
Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, 
they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging 
through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on. 
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Get creative 
Nurture relationships 
Walk across the room 

Creative arts ministry at church 
Lights sound haze 

INNOVATE  

I see a church full of people: 
Who don’t judge those without Jesus, but love them to Him. 
Who don’t preach about the rules of their religion but break 

those rules to reach people. 
Who, by their very actions of selflessness, display indifference to 

apathy and genuinely embrace the task of bearing others’ 
burdens. 

______________________________________________ 
Acts 4:33-34  

...And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that 
there were no needy persons among them... 

______________________________________________
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