
LIFE COLLEGE WEEK 9 - PRACTICAL FAITH - SESSION 4 
THE PR ACTIC AL USE OF FAITH 2 

ROMANS CHAPTER 4, VERSES 17 TO 25 
 
INCREASING YOUR AUTHORITY OVER SIN. 
In session 8, we established that you have authority over sin as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ. But to truly take up that authority, we need 
to know, believe and trust the Word of God to establish that 
authority in and for us.  

Sin robbed Adam and Eve of their authority in the first place. Sin 
caused them to blame and shame their relationship with God away. 
As soon as we break the ties with the authority-giver, we are no 
longer UNDER the divine authority that GIVES us authority over SIN. 

To re-establish our authority, God had to take care of the 
relationship-breaking sin that continually had us giving up our 
authority to Satan, which always results in loss of purpose, identity, 
and, ultimately, spiritual decay to the point of death. 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
       Romans 6:23 (NLT) 

God has delivered us from sin through Jesus Christ. We have 
authority over the  PENALTY  of sin, and we have authority over 
the  power  of sin. According to Paul in Romans, that sin does not 
have to have governance over us, as opposed to before when we 
had no choice; we had no say, but we were bound by sin. 
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When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin 
brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone 
sinned. 
       Romans 5:12 (NLT) 

And now, through the death of Jesus Christ, we’ve been delivered 
from the CONSEQUENCES of sin (death) and the PENALTY of sin 
(death). 

Authority is yours whether you see it, whether you feel it, 
and whether you act upon it or not. You still have authority 
over sin.  

Authority is increased as you act on it in faith. That's because your 
supernatural authority is something that sometimes you don't see or 
feel. Faith in the promises and covenants of God that we can't see or 
feel produces an assured expectation or hope. So expressing our 
authority over sin is an act of faith - especially when sin has us 
feeling DEAUTHORIZED. 

Through our faith, we are declared righteous. You’re no longer a 
slave to sin; in Romans 6 (a great chapter to study authority and 
faith), Paul says you are a slave to righteousness.  
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Our faith in God’s ability gives us supernatural authority.  
That authority over sin is increased as you act upon that authority. 



To take up on this authority, we must start living according to who 
we  are. 

So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the 
power of sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus. Do 
not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful 
desires. Do not let any part of your body become an 
instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves 
completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have 
new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do 
what is right for the glory of God. 
       Romans 6:11-13 

Is what I am about to do going to give my authority 
away or give God honor for my life? 

STAMPING ON THE DEVIL'S HEAD 
You have authority over the devil. “…He has delivered us from the 
power of darkness and conveyed us into the Kingdom of the Son of 
His love.”  (Colossians 1:12) The Greek word “power” is “exousia,” 
more properly translated as “authority.” 
Once you have received an inheritance of light and been transferred 
out of darkness and into His Kingdom, you’ve been delivered  from 
the authority and the power of darkness. Your eyes have been 
opened to the truth. Once you know the truth, you are enabled to 
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identify lies. The consequences of Satan will never EDIFY, 
ENCOURAGE, or EXHORT. 

Your divine faith- inspired authority has to 
be recognized, and then it has to be exercised. 

For if you have the ability to speak in tongues, you will be 
talking only to God, since people won’t be able to 
understand you. You will be speaking by the power of the 
Spirit, but it will all be mysterious. But one who 
prophesies strengthens others, encourages them, and 
comforts them. A person who speaks in tongues is 
strengthened personally, but one who speaks a word of 
prophecy strengthens the entire church. 
     1 Corinthians 14:2-4 (NLT) 

If you have authority over the devil but keep PERMITTING him to 
operate in your life, he will beat you up. If you have authority over 
sin, but you continue to sin willfully, and you don’t deal with those 
areas, then you will continue to sin – even though you 
have authority over sin and Satan. 

We stamp on Satan’s head by identifying his lies, degrading 
comments, and attempts to have us take up authority in our 
strength. We take authority over sin and Satan by holding our lives 
to God’s edifying, encouraging, and exhorting promises and 
covenants. 
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LIVING AS KINGDOM CITIZENS 
The world is only operating in the CONSEQUENCES of Satan’s 
antics. It is entirely controlled by the atmosphere of rebellion that 
Satan created in the garden of Eden. It wants to establish its 
authority rather than being OBEDIENT (under) to the authority of 
God.  

The world disregards obedience as the mechanism by 
which we submit to authority and thus gain it! 

For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we 
achieve this victory through our faith. 

         1 John 5:4 (NLT) 

Once you are BORN-AGAIN, God gives you  authority  over the 
world at that moment, and you begin to operate with divine 
authority. We gain authority over the world when we live like we are 
heaven-bound 

Your citizenship now is in heaven, and you can be an ambassador for 
Christ and a king and priest in His Kingdom and represent that to 
the world around you. That’s how you overcome the world.  

Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for 
when you love the world, you do not have the love of the 
Father in you. For the world offers only a craving for 
physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and 
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pride in our achievements and possessions. These are not 
from the Father, but are from this world. And this world is 
fading away, along with everything that people crave. But 
anyone who does what pleases God will live forever. 
      1 John 2:15-17 (NLT) 

Since all disciples have this authority, why doesn’t every disciple 
overcome it? 

“I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 
He cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce 
fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so 
they will produce even more. You have already been 
pruned and purified by the message I have given you. 
Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch 
cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you 
cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me. 

         John 15:1-4 (NLT) 

Truth makes us free in a PROGRESSIVE sense.  In other words, we 
have authority over sin but are often bound by sin. We have 
authority over Satan, but we often allow satan to intimidate or 
exercise power over us due to our ignorance and laziness. We have 
authority over the world's atmosphere, but we still fight depression 
and despair. 

So don’t blame God, don’t blame sin, don’t blame 
satan, don’t blame the world – and don’t blame 
yourself. 
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1. Acknowledge the area of weakness (repent) to God. 
2. Study what He says about that flaw (Word). 
3. Immediately obey what He says - even if it seems complex or 

strange. 
4. Speak His promises over yourself and your family, not the 

world's mantras. 
5. Check your thoughts against His promises and His covenants. 

RECALL AND REMINDER 

GALATIANS 3:29 
Journal three things that being a child of God gives you. 
Give three practical ways you will begin to walk those 
things out in your life. 

Conduct an AIR STUDY on Colossians 1:11-14. 

SUMMARY QUESTIONS 

1. What is a good chapter in the Bible that can help you 
understand your faith authority? 

2. What question could you ask yourself amid temptation to help 
steady your authority over sin? 

3. What does it mean to be enslaved to righteousness? 
4. How does the atmosphere of the world make itself known in 

people's lives? (See question 5 in the previous session) 
5. Name one thing you can do (five were provided) to start 

asserting your authority in an area of weakness.
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