
WEEKS 18 TO 22 

GRACE 
SESSION 1 (18) - PROVIDED FOR 

SESSION 2 (19) -MADE RIGHT 

SESSION 3 (20) - ETERNITY SECURED 

SESSION 4 (21) - GIVING GRACE 

SESSION 5 (22) - GRACE TO GET IT DONE 

 
THE APPLICATION STARTS HERE… 



“GRACE IS THE VOICE THAT CALLS US TO CHANGE 
AND THEN GIVES US THE POWER TO PULL IT OFF.”  

MAX LUCADO 



LIFE COLLEGE WEEK 18 - GRACE - SESSION 1 
PROVIDED FOR… 

SECOND CORINTHIANS CHAPTER TWELVE, VERSES NINE AND TEN 

POWER OR AN EXCUSE? 
God's grace has become such a blanketing concept that it has been used both 
to EXCUSE and ACCUSE. So many "pieces of stupid" are tolerated and 
excused in the name of “God loves me” or “God will forgive me”. And so many 
accusations are made against the Christian Church as people use grace as a 
weapon to debunk any biblical MORALITY or God-focused LIVING. 

Grace is not some concept that can be glossed over, manipulated to fit our 
culture, or amended to make God fit into the shape we have for Him. It’s not a 
throw-away excuse so we can POSITION God in relation to our poor behavior. 
It is, in fact, a divinely powerful CHARACTERISTIC of a very powerful force in 
the universe that positions OUR behavior in relation to GOD. 
  

Grace is amazingly powerful. Incorrectly applied, it can ruin us. 
Used responsibly, it can liberate us. 

THE BALANCE PROVIDED 
Grace describes an approach that God takes to us, not our approach toward 
Him. His divine rules of engagement are essential to us if we wish to have that 
direction toward BALANCE and PEACE. 
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"How can you judge me when Christians are doing this or that?" "Shouldn't 
you be more accepting of my lifestyle; I mean after all doesn't God love all 

of us?”



Grace expresses God’s PERFECT ability to always remain balanced. Before we 
can begin understanding our response to His grace and how that restores 
balance in our lives, we need to understand why He behaves in a manner 
opposite to our BROKEN thinking and why He would take on such a WRECH 
of a project called “Us.” 
 

Grace is God’s ability to respond to our unique situations in the 
best possible way that demonstrates ALL of who He is in 
EVERY circumstance. 

THE TIMELINE OF GRACE 
Here is a timeline of humanity's imbalance and God’s restorative response: 

  
Grace and a relationship with God abound. 
  

Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the 
earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the 
sky, and all the animals that scurry along the ground.”  
       Genesis 1:28 NLT 

  
Boundaries are established to maintain the life God intends for us. 
  

But the Lord God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every 
tree in the garden— except the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.” Genesis 2:16-17 NLT 

  
The thought that we can be like God is injected into the human 
conversation for the first time.  
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The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God 
had made. One day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you 
must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?” “Of 
course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman 
replied. “It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden 
that we are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or 
even touch it; if you do, you will die.’” “You won’t die!” the serpent 
replied to the woman. “God knows that your eyes will be opened 
as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good 
and evil.”       Genesis 3:1-5 NLT 

  
Adam and Eve take on God’s responsibility to decide right from 
wrong. 

  
The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and 
its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give 
her. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some 
to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it, too. At that 
moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at 
their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover 
themselves.      Genesis 3:6-7 NLT 

  
God knows they have done a “piece of stupid” but still desires a 
relationship with them. 

  
And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from 
the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. Then 
the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?”   
       Genesis 3:8-9 NKJV 
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Shame becomes mankind’s new norm and we choose to hide behind 
that shame. 

  
He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid 
because I was naked.”     Genesis 3:10 NLT 

  
Excuses and justification abound. 
  

The man replied, “It was the woman you gave me who gave me the 
fruit, and I ate it.” Then the Lord God asked the woman, “What have 
you done?” “The serpent deceived me,” she replied. “That’s why I 
ate it.” Genesis 3:12-13 NLT 

  
Satan is limited as more grace is promised. There may be 
consequences but there is hope. 

  
Then the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done 
this, you are cursed more than all animals, domestic and wild. You 
will crawl on your belly, groveling in the dust as long as you live. 
And I will cause hostility between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and her offspring. He will strike your head, 
and you will strike his heel.” Genesis 3:14-15 NLT  

Hope arrives on the scene to tell the story of grace and restore 
balanced eternal life. 

  
So the Word became human and made his home among us. He 
was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his 
glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son. John 1:14 NLT 
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The promise made in Eden is fulfilled. 
  

Then the devil, who had deceived them, was thrown into the fiery 
lake of burning sulfur, joining the beast and the false prophet. 
There they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.   
       Revelation 20:10 NLT 

  
I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is 
now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his 
people. God himself will be with them. He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or 
pain. All these things are gone forever.”  Revelation 21:3-4 NLT 

THE FORMS AND POSTURE OF GRACE 
Biblically there can be no doubt that God’s grace is available to every human 
being, whether they BELIEVE in God or not. 

But Christ proved God’s passionate love for us by dying in our 
place while we were still lost and ungodly!   Romans 5:8 TPT 

Grace is made available to us in three forms. These forms are not steps or 
stages but exist in all three forms ALL THE TIME. 

Prevenient Grace (Established) 
Justifying Grace (Executed) 
Sanctifying Grace (Made-To-Be) 

PREVENIENT GRACE – A PREVENTION 
Prevenient grace is a phrase used to describe the grace given by God that 
precedes the act of exercising saving FAITH in Jesus. The term prevenient 
comes from a Latin word that means “to come before, to anticipate.” Prevenient 
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grace comes before we accept the full POWER through faith in Jesus, but it 
also anticipates the depths to which we may sink behind our BLAME, SHAME, 
and CONDEMNATION and ensures that we always have a way out.   God 
provides prevenient grace as a means of changing our spiritual STATUS. 

Prevenient or preventative grace includes, according to Wesley, "all that is 
wrought in the soul by what is frequently termed ‘natural conscience,' …all the 
‘drawings' of ‘the Father,' the desires after God, ...that ‘light' wherewith the Son 
of God ‘enlightens everyone that comes into the world,' showing every man ‘to 
do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with his God;' It is all the 
convictions which his Spirit from time to time works in every child of man.” 

John Wesley from his published sermon of 1765 entitled The 
Scripture Way of Salvation. This sermon contains three parts: 
Salvation by Faith, Justification by Faith, and The Circumcision 
of the Heart. 

God knew that without intervention, the human psyche would 
slowly deviate to such a point that even if He came looking for 
us, as He did with Adam and Eve, and even if salvation stared 
at us in the face, we would not recognize it and as a result, 
never chose it or accept the invitation. 

By making us in His IMAGE, God is operating in grace. He places all that He is 
in us so that even in humanity's worst behaviors, there will be some vestige of 
goodness worth saving if the right choices are made. This means that there is 
nothing Satan or his consequences can do to you or that you can do to yourself 
that would ever make you UNREDEEMABLE – but some new choices need to 
be made to see its power operate in your life.  

Page 6

Grace does not go away! It’s kind of pesky that way.



Grace is the unstoppable ability of God’s Word to accomplish all the good He 
intends for us, despite our situation, position, or circumstance. It is the 
established, executed, and made-to-be will of God. 
 
YOUR STUDY 

You are currently conducting an AIR Study of Galatians 
Chapter 5. What are your five primary learnings from this 
chapter? 
1. __________________________________________________________ 
2. __________________________________________________________ 
3. __________________________________________________________ 
4. __________________________________________________________ 
5. __________________________________________________________ 

Conduct an AIR Study of 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 and combine 
your learnings with your AIR study learnings of Galatians 5 
above. 

SUMMARY QUESTIONS 
• Discuss the concept that grace has become both an excuse and 

an accusation. 
• Discuss the timeline of grace within the concept of grace being 

God's established, executed, and made-to-be Will and Word. 
• Is grace available to sinners? Discuss using the definition of 

prevenient grace. 
• How is being made in God’s image an expression of His grace, 

and how is it a preventative mechanism? 
• Is Grace our posture toward God or God’s posture toward us? 

Discuss.

Page 7


	THE APPLICATION STARTS HERE…

