
LIFE COLLEGE WEEK 18 - GRACE - SESSION 2 
MADE RIGHT… 
EPHESIANS  CHAPTER ONE, VERSES THREE, FOUR, AND FIVE 

PREINSTALLED GRACE 
Grace is part of God’s CHARACTER. It is His balance. He installs that in each 
one of us, believer or not. That preinstalled grace prevents us, if we choose, 
from getting stuck in MEDIOCRITY or MAYHEM. It clears aware the noise of 
blame, shame, and condemnation and makes God available to all despite 
circumstances, past regrets, life choices, culture, language, or intelligence. 

The invitation to live by the power of His Grace can now be 
heard loud and clear.  

ADAM AND EVE REFERS 
As clearly as Adam and Eve heard God’s APPROACH after their rebellion, we 
can hear it too. With prevenient grace available even to them, despite their 
past errors, God still extends the balance of the power of grace.  

When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his 
wife heard the Lord God walking about in the garden. So they hid 
from the Lord God among the trees. Then the Lord God called to 
the man, “Where are you?”    Genesis 3:8-9 NLT 

Adam and Eve decided to remain in their mayhem. What will be your choice? 
Is that bush just too big? Will you want to correct that circumstance, or will 
there be enough trust for grace to bring divine balance to those unsurpassable 
problems? 

According to John Wesley’s sermons, grace highlights God’s desire to HEAL 
despite our circumstances (prevenient grace) and His desire to RECONCILE 
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and TRANSFORM. To do this, Wesley proposes that grace also has a justifying 
and sanctifying (next session) effect on us. 

ALL GRACE 
Before we jump in and study the next effect of grace, our approach to this 
revelation must be curated. Grace does not operate on a TIMELINE. Don’t 
think that it’s one holistic effect of grace at a time; when you get to the last 
effect, you are perfectly holy and complete.  

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance 
for every good work.    2 Corinthians 9:8 NKJV. 

If only one element of grace is operating in your life at a time, it would not be 
congruent with the balance of God and how He works in the fullness of all that 
He is all the time.  

Some parts of your life are still operating in prevenience, while there are other 
areas where you have already made the choices needed to see grace start to 
work in its fullness.  

We need all elements of grace operating in ALL areas of our lives, ALL the 
time.  

You will never understand all of what God is doing in your life. 
Just let Him do what He does!  

Prevenient grace never stops operating in our lives. It is God’s DIVINE 
FOUNDATION for your ETERNAL POTENTIAL. 
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To fully embrace its power, we need to be comfortable operating in the 
fullness of grace and simultaneously living as a work in progress.



BUT THERE IS MORE… 

JUSTIFYING GRACE  

Grace is like an onion; it comes in layers. At its 
core is our potential, and God ensures that the 
c o r e i s a l w a y s u s a b l e ( p r e v e n i e n t -
redeemable), whether we step up and grow 
with Him or not. But then, if we choose, He 
starts to layer the balance of His desires (the 
fullness of our salvation - our rebirth by water 
and spirit) for us onto that core—the next layer: 

justifying grace. 

"Justification," said Wesley, "is another word for pardon. It is the forgiveness of 
all our sins and our acceptance WITH God." Justifying grace is the assurance 
of forgiveness that comes from repentance and turning toward God's gracious 
gift of new life. It is being RECONCILED and REALIGNED with God and 
accepting God's reconciliation in Jesus Christ.  

Prevenient grace alone is amazingly powerful and dangerous 
to Satan (if we acknowledge it), as he does not want us to 
realize that the sorry state we find ourselves in is redeemable. 
But justifying grace amps up our purpose and direction, 
sending Satan packing!  

We all live by God’s rules at some level. We sometimes twist them and shape 
them for our gain, but it is remarkable how the base elements of God always 
seem to win out eventually. But if we remain in the state of working only from 
our humanity and making decisions on what we think is right or wrong, we 
seem to hit the ceiling in life that feels limiting and without purpose. We may 
even establish a good reputation or good character (by the world’s standards, 
that’s not too difficult), but in this state, we will never make choices based on 
Christ's righteousness. We may get by, but we won’t fly!  
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God wants more for you. He wants His grace to grow from just a protection 

plan to a journey of divine promotion.



While simply living with prevenient grace, we can fall into the trap of knowing 
that God has forgiven us but never personally realizing the power of that 
forgiveness. We can even use forgiveness as an EXCUSE to conduct our lives in 
any way we like.  

WHEN GRACE BECOMES POWERFUL 

When we allow grace to justify us, here is what happens: we credit God for that 
which we know He has placed in us. We realize where we belong and whose 
family we are a part of.  

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms 
because we are united with Christ. Even before he made the world, 
God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in 
his eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family 
by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he 
wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.  

       Ephesians 1:3-5 NLT 

God places everything He needs in us (PREVENIENT), and then through 
Jesus, we choose to lock into who He is (by giving God credit for what He 
has placed in us) and whom we are by aligning ourselves to His advanced 
plan (JUSTIFYING).  

Justifying grace is the ONGOING ALIGNMENT process (born again) to God's 
incredible plan for us. This is done through the acceptance and assurance of 
God’s forgiveness. Prevenient grace highlights every element we need to live 
out God’s plan, whereas justifying grace reconciles what we have been given to 
where those elements come from. By being reconciled to God through 
accepting His forgiveness, we begin to take our position and retrieve the 
AUTHORITY Adam and Eve gave away. Next, we will study sanctifying grace 
which will show us what those elements should be used for and how to use 
them.  
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YOUR STUDY 
What are some of your linked learnings from your recent AIR   
study of Galatians chapter 5 and 2 Corinthians 12:9-10? 

Conduct an AIR Study of Ephesians 1:3-5 in the New King 
James Version. 

SUMMARY QUESTIONS 
• In your own words, describe the difference between 

prevenience and justification. 
• What is restored when we know to whom we belong? 
• Give a biblical example of where crediting the things of God to 

our own abilities does not work out too well. Discuss the 
relevance. 

• Name some promises you know that help you realize you are 
accepted BY God. 

• What makes repentance powerful?

GALATIANS 5 2 CORINTHIANS 12:9-10
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